
HOW TO EFFECTIVELY

PREPARE FOR AN ICE RAID



Do Illegal Immigrants Have Rights?

• The Supreme Court has consistently stated that  “We the 
People of the United States” also applies to undocumented 
immigrants living in the United States.

• In Yick Wo v. Hopkins, 118 U.S. 356 (1886) a case involving the 
rights of Chinese immigrants, the Court ruled that the 14th

amendment “Nor shall any state deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law” applies to 
noncitizens as well. 



RAIDS  

Immigration and Customs Enforcement may obtain a warrant to 

inspect a business if they believe the business has employees 

working without authorization.





What is a warrant?

• A search warrant permits law enforcement to enter a specific location to 

search for items specifically identified in the warrant.

• Search warrants should include: address of the search; premises to be 

searched; property sought; signature of judge; date the warrant was 

signed.

• Probable cause in this context means there is reason to believe that the 

property contains evidence of a crime.



Arrest Warrants

• An arrest warrant permits law enforcement to take a person into 

custody.

• Law enforcement can enter a home if the officer reasonably 

believe that the individual is in the home.  (Arrest warrant issued 

by a judge.)



Administrative Warrants

• An administrative warrant is issued by an ICE official documenting the 

authority of an ICE agent to arrest a person suspected of violating an 

immigration law.

• The warrant is not issued by a neutral magistrate but by an ICE official.  

• Administrative warrants do not give ICE permission to enter a place where 

a person has an expectation of privacy (e.g. individual’s home).



Exercising Your Rights During an Employment Raid

• A person has a right not to answer any questions.

• A person should not sign any documents.

• The right to ask for an attorney is available if the immigrant is 

arrested for criminal proceedings.

• The right to hire an attorney is available immigration 

proceedings.



Exercising Your Rights During a Home Raid

• Ask to see a search warrant. If there is no search warrant then you do 

not have to open the door. 

• You have a right to deny entry to your home if there is no warrant.

• You have a right to not answer any questions.

• Do not answer questions about where you were born; when you 

entered the country, or how you came to the United States.







Immigration Detainer

Under the 287g agreement ICE was notified by law enforcement 

whenever an undocumented immigrant was arrested.  

On December 21, 2012 Department of Homeland Security 

changed this policy by removing the detainer for people that have 

been convicted of minor traffic offenses or petty offenses.



Notice to Appear

• A Notice to Appear is an immigration document that indicates 

the initiation of removal proceedings.

• The individual must appear in Immigration Court on the 

designated date of the notice. 



In Absentia Removal Order

• An in absentia order is an order of removal that an immigration 

judge enters when a person fails to attend a hearing.

• An in absentia order may be reopened at any time if the person 

can show that he/she did not receive notice of the hearing. 

• A Motion to Reopen and Rescind an In Absentia Order of 

Removal qualifies for an automatic stay of deportation.







Transfer Determinations

Unless a transferred is deemed necessary by field officer, ICE 

generally will not transfer a detainee when there is 

documentation to support the following:



• Immediate family within the area;

• An attorney of record on file within the area;

• Pending or on-going removal proceedings, where notice of 

proceedings have been given; or

• Where the individual has been granted bond or has been 

scheduled for a bond hearing.



Immediate Family 

ICE policies include the following as immediate family: mothers; 

fathers; step-parents; foster parents; brothers; sisters; 

stepsisters; biological and adopted children; stepchildren; foster 

children; and spouses; including common-law marriage or civil 

unions and cohabitating domestic partnerships legally recognized 

by a state or other governmental entity (e.g. District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, Guam).





Notification Regarding Transfers

ICE is supposed to notify an attorney of record and the detainee 

when detainees are transferred.  However, ICE is not required to 

notify family members.



Notifying the Detainee

• The detainee will be notified that he or she is being transferred to 

another facility.

• No details are provided about the date of transfer.

• The individual is not able to make any phone calls until the transfer is 

complete.

• The detainee can make a free phone call upon reaching the new 

facility.



Medical Concerns

ICE’s transfer policy requires that ICE Health Service Corps 

provide the individual’s:

• Full medical record to transferring detention center; 

• Include at least seven days of medications to guarantee the continuity 

of care throughout the transfer and subsequent to the intake process;

• The medicine travels with the individual during the transfer.



What is an A number?

An A number is a 8 or 9 digit number that is found on all 

Department of Homeland Security Correspondence.  The A 

number is helpful when trying to locate a relative in ICE’s 

custody. An A number may appear as:  A 201-083-599





Locating a Person Detained by ICE

• www.ice.gov

• Detainee Locator

• Two types of searches 

• Search by A number  (search requires A number and country of birth)

• Search by Biographical Information (search requires first name, last 

name, date of birth, and country of birth)

http://www.ice.gov/


Checking the Status of an Immigration Case

• The automated Immigration Hotline provides information regarding 

an immigrant’s case. 

• The immigration hotline is helpful if trying to determine whether the 

person has an upcoming court date; the final decision by an 

Immigration Court; or the Board of Immigration Appeals.

• Immigration Hotline 1-800-898-7180



Common Defenses in a Removal Proceeding

• Asylum/ Withholding of Removal/ Convention Against Torture

• Cancellation of Removal

• Adjustment of Status

• Voluntary Departure



Stay of Deportation 

• A person order removed from the United States may apply for a 

stay of Deportation with ICE.

• The individual can be granted up to an additional year in the 

United States to prepare to leave the country.







Power of Attorney

A power of attorney is a document that allows anyone to appoint 

another person to manage your affairs if you become unable to 

do so. 



Passport

• Possessing a valid passport is important for immigration purposes.  

• It enables a person to apply for Voluntary Departure or Stay of 

Deportation.  

• Urge undocumented immigrants to take advantage of Mobile 

Consulate Program.



Any questions?



Contact me:

Aisha N. Chaney

1020 E. Lafayette St. Suite 117

Tallahassee, FL 32301

(850) 728-8734

aisha@aishachaneylaw.com


